Kail Assumes Editorship of

Psychological Science

By Richard Hébert

eet APS Fellow Robert “Rob™ Kail, Purdue Uni-
M versity, the new editor of Psychological Science,

APS’s flagship journal. Kail is inheriting the
editorship from James Cutting, who has held the position
since 2003,

The new guy’s no slouch. Between 1977 and the end of
2006, he has logged nearly 41,000 miles bicycling, 14,970
miles running, and 2,315 miles swimming, albeit most of it in
a gym. And yes, he's been keeping track, meticulously, with
an Excel spreadsheet to prove it, His proudest achievement
on that score: “T"ve almost swum from New York to Los
Angeles.,” He brings that same intensity to set and achieve
goals to his editorship. More on that to come. First, get to
know the man.

Given his affinity for spreadsheets, it should come as no
surprise that what enticed Kail into psychology wasn't the
introductory course he took his freshman year at Ohio Wes-
leyvan University, but a statistics course the following year,
Taught by Harry Bahrick, “a remarkable man™ who at 82
is still heavily engaged in research, the statistics class gave
Kail “[his] first glimpse of what psychelogical research was
like.” That glimpse led to graduate school.

But as the 1970s began, he wasn’t sure he wanted to
spend his life in a laboratory. The nation was bogged down
in Viemam. Four Kent State students protesting the war and
the U.5. invasion of Cambodia were killed by Ohio National
Guardsmen “less than an hour away™ in May 1970, The now
familiar Pulitzer-prize winning photo taken on campus that
day was on front pages all across the country.

In the face of all that, experimental psychology seemed
“somewhat divorced from reality” Kail says. He wanted
“something more relevant.” The University of Michigan
promised that relevance in a graduate program that applied
research and theory from psychology to educational issues
and problems, “Off T went to Ann Arbor,” recalls Kail,

His first semester, he began studying under John Hagen,
retiring this year as executive director of the Society for Re-
search in Child Development (SRCD), and got “the same feel-
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ing [he] had from the statistics
course; “This is my niche.” It
was experimental enough, but
when you're doing research
with children, the implica-
tions and applications of the
work for improving the lives
of children always lurks in the
back of your mind, sometimes
in the front.”

Cognitive development, in
particular children’s develop-
ment, became his lifelong
“niche,” He worked with Ha-
gen throughout graduate school, then Hagen and the late APS
Fellow Harold Stevenson teamed up to co-chair his disserta-
tion. If it was Hagen “who fostered my interest in cognitive
development research, it was [Stevenson] who taught me how
to write and encouraged me in editorial work,” he says. (Ste-
venson became famous in the 19805 for demonstrating that
Asian children did better in school than Americans because,
among other things, they worked harder.)

With his newly minted doctorate, Kail went to the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh for four vears, then to Purdue, where
he has remained since 1979, with the exception of a year at
the University of Maryland, on the ouiskirts of Washington,
D.C.

That interlude was most noteworthy for the way in which
he literally rose above Washington's notorious rush-hour
suburban traffic. At Purdue, his “commute™ was a 1 2-minute
walk. In Maryland, he lived in the suburban town of Olney,
due north of the nation’s capital. The problem: College Park is
northeast of the city, some distance along 1-495, the mfamous
Beltway that girds the capital city and is perhaps the metro-
politan area’s most notoriously clogged thoroughfare,

A licensed pilot, he took to the air, His daily commute
now involved 15 or so minutes by car to Montgomery County
Adrpark in Gaithersburg, where his 1973 Skyhawk Cessna
172, “Blue Belle,” was parked: readying the plane for flight;
piloting himself to College Park (12 minutes in the air); then
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